The safety of methadone hydrochloride.
Methadone is an interesting analgesic for multiple reasons. The unique properties of the agent, low cost and widespread availability have led to increases in methadone prescribing. Despite advantages, methadone is challenging to work with, particularly in patients with high opioid requirements. Recent concerns regarding cardiac arrhythmias and respiratory depression have led to changes in the labeling of methadone. This editorial highlights some of these concerns and provides some recommendations for the appropriate use of methadone in the setting of pain.